
 
"One of the Finest Natural Treasures in Lawrence Township"
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Happy New Year!  With 2018 well underway, the Friends are soliciting new members 
and energizing existing ones for the continued preservation of Carson Road Woods.

1)  Woods, Trails and Maintenance
The flora of Carson Road Woods matured noticeably again in 2017.  The open fields and the peach orchard are
becoming more wooded, though we continue to well maintain the perimeter walking trail s.  Several trails were trimmed
with assistance from Township tractors, which are especially helpful with pushing back the multi-flora rose (Rosa
multiflora) and Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata) invasive species that annually attempt to take the trails from us. 
Please help us clip back trails on your own or join one of our group work parties throughout the year.

Along most of the trails in June and July were shrubs with berries ready for picking.  The Japanese Wineberries (Rubus
phoenicolasius; a tart species of raspberry native to Asia) and Blackberries were ripe along much of the Oak and Beech
Trails.  But unless you positively identify a berry as edible, please don't eat it!

The overall state of our trails is excellent.  In 2017 we cleared a number of fallen trees, trimmed overhanging grasses and
branches from the Maple, Beech and Oak trails.  We appreciate those who volunteered in these efforts throughout the
year, including on our post-Thanksgiving detail.  The Township had portions of the Lawrence Hopewell Trail (LHT)
repaired last fall including the end near Belleview Terrace, which almost immediately washed out again.  The Township
has since installed pavers that seem to be holding up well.  The Township also sprays the LHT for weed control once a
season and we will send a notice and post on our website and social media when that is expected to occur this year.  All
trails are presently open, passable and in fine condition for the winter months, albeit a tad soggy after recent rains.

After 14 years guiding the Friends, last summer Bob Hunsicker stepped down as president.  Please join me in thanking
Bob for his tremendous dedication and hard work, both to establish Carson Road Woods and for maintaining and
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promoting it as a Township treasure.  Bob leaves enormous shoes to fill and I ask all our Friends to make time to
volunteer and help preserve and maintain the trails.  Please contact us through our website or by email to express your
interest.

2)  Pets and Trash
Lawrence Township has a leash-law that requires pet owners to keep a leash connected to pets at all times.  Please be
considerate to others when enjoying the Woods with your pooch!  Pet owners are also required to remove any waste,
bags and trash when you depart.  Please carry-in, carry-out!  We also appreciate helping us keep Carson Road Woods
pristine by carrying out any other trash you might encounter in the preserve.

3)  Election of 2018 Board Members
The Friends will hold elections for four Board positions in the next few weeks.  Anyone interested in serving should
contact our secretary, Benjamin Brickner, at info@carsonroadwoods.org on or before Friday, March 9.

4)  Annual Dues
Please don't forget to submit your membership dues!

Your dues fund tools for our maintenance projects, community activities, web site and trail maps, all of which simply would
not be possible without your generous support.  Many of these activities are described below, listed online, or have been
announced throughout the year.  Your continued support is greatly appreciated.

Dues remain unchanged: $15/year for individuals and $25/year for families.  Our preferred method of payment is through
our website at http://www.carsonroadwoods.org/join/.  Or make checks payable to Friends of Carson Road Woods
and mail to 48 Carson Road, Princeton, New Jersey 08540 (please note new mailing address).

5)  Tractor and Maintenance Fund
Beyond our annual dues, fundraising for our Tractor and Maintenance Fund remains ongoing.  Our 25 year-old Kubota
tractor is charming, but temperamental.  Last year it needed a new cutting deck after the original wore out.  Despite this
temporary setback, we kept the walking trails cut to lawn-length every other week.  Our final cutting was last September. 
We will resume cutting this spring after O-rings are replaced on the leaking diesel valves.

If you are interested in being a trail-cutting tractor operator, please let us know!  Contributions to the Tractor and
Maintenance Fund can be made through our website at http://www.carsonroadwoods.org/join.

6)  AmazonSmile
In 2014 the Friends were approved to participate in AmazonSmile, a program in which Amazon automatically donates
0.5% of eligible purchases to a charity of the customer's choice.  Click here to designate the Friends as your charity!  It's
an easy way to help preserve Carson Road Woods while buying your items!

7)    Connect with Us! – Website and Social Media Updates
Last year we overhauled our website and social media presence.  Now there are more ways than ever to connect with
Carson Road Woods.  We have been busy adding images, recipes, native plant information, but we need your help,
insights and images!

Post your own photos and discoveries on our Facebook page! 
Submit recipes and outdoor activities on our blog! 
Volunteer or send us maintenance alerts on our website! 

We'd love to know what you think!  Visit us at http://www.carsonroadwoods.org and like us on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/carsonroadwoods!

8)  Wildlife
Carson Road Woods remains an active place for bird and animal watching!  Last year brought increased deer sightings,
an abundance of Red-Tailed Hawk, a few healthy looking fox and even an occasional coyote or black bear are a
possibility.  An occasional turkey, quail, and bald eagle are not out of the question.

9)  Woods Safety Tips

Ticks.  Please be especially vigilant about ticks.  After walking in the woods, even if only on the mowed meadow
trails, it is always prudent to check yourself (and pets!) for ticks, particularly during the warmer spring and summer
months.

Poison Ivy.  Similarly, poison ivy grows along (and sometimes within) most trails – three pointed shiny leaves and
hairy vines climbing trees!  This irritable plant causes rash and painful itching in most people.  To learn more and
see photos of this perilous plant, click here.
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Summer Storms.  A note to remember for walkers on any trail, keep your eyes on the horizon for any possible
storms building there.  If you see a dark area developing in the distance, you might have 20–30 minutes to get to
safety.  Lightning can be present at any time, so use your best judgment for staying safe.

Attention Evening Strollers!  Place your hand arm's length from your face and on the horizon.  Each finger between
the sun and the horizon is 15 minutes before the sun sets.  During the winter, the sun sets quickly, so adjust your
walk to allow for a safe exit along a known trail before darkness sets in.

Traffic Awareness.  When walking or jogging on country roads, always walk facing the oncoming traffic and please
help us keep our roads litter-free.

10)  Updated Trail Maps
Our trail maps were updated and reprinted last spring and are placed in the main parking lot on Carson Road, at the
Belleview entrance, and at the LHT parking area.  The revised brochure includes a number of new details about the
preserve, and contains a tear-off membership application and contribution form.

11)  Active Enjoyment (Walking Group)
Are you are interested in participating in a weekly walking group?  If so, please contact us with your preferred days and
times using the "Suggestion" subject on our website's Contact page or monitor our website or Facebook page for group
confirmation and weather cancellations.  Because the fields are so wet, we might stick to the LHT for the time being. 
Here is a sample route: http://www.mapmywalk.com/routes/view/1945588148.

To all the Friends of Carson Road Woods: we look forward to seeing and hearing from you in 2018.

John Marshall
president

--

Friends of Carson Road Woods, Inc.
http://www.carsonroadwoods.org/ 

The Friends of Carson Road Woods, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) public charity.

http://www.carsonroadwoods.org/alert/
http://www.carsonroadwoods.org/
https://www.facebook.com/carsonroadwoods
http://www.mapmywalk.com/routes/view/1945588148
http://www.carsonroadwoods.org/

